* THE RAINFALL
simplicity which presents many admirable traits.   The* Indian  caste system is unknown:   women  are  completely emancipated, and life is viewed with a demonstrative  appreciation  which  contrasts  very  markedly with the sombre pessimism of the Hindus.
THE RAINFALL
A description of the physical aspects of India would be incomplete without a reference to the rainfall, the fluctuations of which bring happiness or misery to millions of the people. It is peculiar because it is markedly discontinuous. In Europe a rainy day, or a succession of rainy days, may be expected during any month, or week, of the year. In India rain falls only during certain definite seasons. Prom February to May the skies are practically cloudless, and dryness gradually develops into parching heat: violent dust storms may sweep the country: draughts from the hills may at times bring a few drops of rain or a fall of hail; but these are casual occurrences, not reckoned upon in the economy of the country, which during this period of the year depends for its moisture upon what is stored in the soil, or flows down the rivers. Towards the end of May banks of clouds appear upon the seaward horizon, and, heralded by violent thunderstorms, there occurs what is known as the " burst of the monsoon," Thence onward to October the atmosphere is saturated with moisture, and rain falls at frequent intervals. In October the clouds withdraw and the air becomes dry, crisp and invigorating, In December clouds should again appear, coming this time from the north, across the barrier of the Himalayas ; and during a fortnight or three weeks there should be falls of rain, which, tut two or three inches in aggregate amount, are of inestimable benefit1 to the standing crops. The clouds again draw off and a fresh c^cle' commences ha the drought and heat of the five months following. This general description
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